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. SUMMARY ' • 

- . " • « 

The following paragraphs siimmarize the information contained, 
in this report. The terms used in the -paragraphs (such as North- 
east, non-Black, • medium city, und some high school^, are defined 
in the Introduction, wTiile the results for the exercises. are • 
spelled out in more detail in ' sux^ceeding chapters.' 

.• ' ' 
Objective I: Wr,it,e to Communicate, Adequately 
in a Social Situation 

Generally, persQns Jivdng in the Northeast, Central and West 
regions performed similarly to one fi^other and better than people 
living in the Southeast/ Males typi-cally performe^d less well 
than females. Blocks less well tjian. non-Blacks. People from dif- 
*. ferent sizes and types of commujjitieg usually performed ^as^ follows 
^af^liient suburbs and suburban fringes had the highest perceittages 
of success; mediuiTi city, rest of the big city^ and .small city p6r- 
^ formed lefes well; and r\iral and .extreme inner city showed the. 
lowest levels of success. • Those who reported at least orie parent 
having continued. beyond high school performed better than those * 
who S'e' parents graduated from high sqhool but did not continue. 
Both cf these groups performed* better than 'groups of respondents 
havincf parents who did not. attend or who did not jfiilish high 
school.' ' • ^ - 

Objective II; Write to Communicate Adequately • 
in a Business or Vocational Setting * \ . 

A clear pafctern emerged here shoeing that the Northeast per- 
formed better than the Central region,' the Central better than • 
West, .and West: better than t^e Southeast. Females ^.responded cor- 
rectly mote of ten, than males, non-Blacks more often than ©lacks., 
'performances decreased moving from affluent subur'bs to suburban 
fringe, to medium size cities ^tp. small cities, * to the rest of the 
big c5ity, and to extreme rural and extreme inner citie*s. 'Re- 
spojfSents reporting vajj^ least one parent continuing hid education 
past high school performed highest with perfiDrraan^es decteasing 
for persons whose parents were high school graduates,, those whose 
parentg had' some high s<»io6l, and tiiose j^hose parents had. , no high 
school. ' ' * ./ ' 



Objective 'III; Write ±o Communicate' Adequately ^ ' 

in a Scholastic SettiJig 

: 

The oi^ly exercise reported here was /administered to' 9-year- 
Results of that exercise showed all four regions to* have ' 
similar percentages of success. . Gir.ls performed better' than l^oys; 
non-Blacks better than Blacks. ^Children from affluent suburbs 
and medium cities scored abg-ve .the nation aa^a whole, while inner 
city and rest of the big city children's percentages of success > 
wre well below. Children with at 'least one parent- who had not- 
graduated from high school performjed least *si\ccessf ully , children 
having at leh^t one parent who continued his edycatiort after high 
school, performed best. The performances for^ all other parervtal 
education groups were of intermediate value and similar to one ^\ 
another in magnitude. 

Objective IV; Appreciate the Value Writing 

Given the assumption*^«iat 'actually writing something indicates^ 
an appreciation of writing, most people appreciate writing. ' The 
natures of the irfaterials written varied with the group of res- 
pondents and the exercise in question. * \ ^ ^ 



i ^-7 



4 

- 1 



vixi 



v. 



\ 

INTRODUCTION 



i;his repont describes .how children, teenagers and- young 
/^adults (age 26-35) performed on certain kinds of writing tasks. 
The tasks asked the resp.Ondents to fill oi^t forms, address en- 
velopes ^and answer questionsf about the attitudes they hold about 
writing and the kinds of things they write. The tasks were de- 
veloped {^y the Educational Testing Service of Princeton, New 
Jersey) ,and administered by National Assessment., 

National Asses'sm^nt is a federally funded project whose* pur- 
' pos^ is^ gathering information on the knowledges, skills and at- 
' titudes of .childre"^ (age 9)*?t'l:«enagers (age 1^ and"~l7) and young 
adults ' (age 26-35) .-^ The ,a^9a^meht* is concerned* with 10 axrademic 
areas, one being writing (i*. e /vV^composition skills).' 

During th^ 1969-70 academic/ year , Nationals Assessment admin- 
i^stered, ^ series of writing exercises to national probability 
samples* at each o^ the four ages'. Each respondent was giVen a s 
"package"^ — a group bf writing, sciertce and citizenship exercises 
collected into a bt>6klet. ■ ExerciiSes asking, the respondents to 
try. writing exercises ^typically appeared throughout the packages- 
No *iriore than 45 minuses was needed to complete a package. 



l^Jational Assessment exercises are related to objectives 
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.The' writing objectives' are; 



I. Write to commurlicate adequately in a social situation. 

II. Write to communicate adequately in a business or 
vocatioi\a^ setting. 

^ III. . Writ^ to. communicate adequately ;in a scholastic 
situation* , 

IV. Appreciate the value of writing. * - ^ 



■^See F./Womer, What is N^tionpil Assessqient ? National Assessment, 
Denver, 1970, for a description of National Assessment's purposes 
and prqcedures^i . . . 

tibnal Assessment, Writing Objectives , National Assessment, 
Denver, 1969. \ ' ' V 



One .chapter of this report is devoted -to' each of these/objec- 
tiyes. These .chapters 'typicaitly begin vAth a trief summary- of the' 
results f^r exprcises ^relating to the chapter^'s objecti^/e and then 
describe each exercise individually; The format for the presenf.a- 
tion;of exercises is^C9nstant: first,/a rationale 'is presented . 
indicating-how- -the exercise 'is , related to the chapter's objective;, 
second, the' exercise it^^elf is presented as it appe&red .in the. 
assessment pac.kige; ^ third,' the-'requir^iijments for ;ah acQepta'ble 
answer. "(e.g.y the best, correct, or ^pref e2;t:ed response) ar/e pre- 
gented; 'And fina:lly, the results ^re described.. Results are 
presented for an age group as a Whole, and for gro\ips representing: 
(IJdifferent regions of the 'country, *^'( 2) jDOtK sexes,, ^(.3) different 
rabiaL groups, (4) persons having different parental 'education 
backgrovinds", and (5) from different sizes and tfypes of comjTiunities : 
Differences between _a g'roup^s perfomjance and the national level, 
of success that are large enough to be -reliable (lie;, probably 
not* due to random error) kre* ifidj.cated* in the exhibits with an 
asterisk (*) while other differences *aije nqt. 

' - ' ^ * ' ' i . " 

^ Groups representing four regit>ns pf 'the country are descifibed 
in this volume. The regions of the county* are: 

I Northeast : Delaware, Maine, Newjiiatnpshire , J/ermont, Distr^ict 
^ of Columbia, MarylaQd, New^;^0rs'^eyi^^t^ew Yoirfc, Connecticut, 

Pennsylvania, Rhode Island^nd Massachusetts ' ^ * . ' 



Southeast 



east4 Alabam^, Ai:kansas, Florida , Georgia, Kentucky, 
1 Ana , Mississippi', North Carolina, Spffth Carc^lina,- 



LouipiAna , Mississippi 
'Tennessee, Virginia and West Virginia*^ * 
■* * » ^ » 

Central : North DaTcota, ^South Dak6ta, Iowa, Kansas Mi^nesot^, 
Missouri., Nebraska, Illinois, Indiana^ Miphigan, Ohio and' 
Wisconsin , - * » ' ' * 

u ' ' - , \ 

West :. Hawaii, Alaska, Idaho ,^ Mont-eina, Wyoming, Utah, New 
MeSSTco, Nevada, California, Oregon, ' Washington; Arizona, 
Colorado, Texas and Oklahoma / ^ . * 

\ - ^ ' ' • 

Results not broken'sdown^by, state; statements about regional! 

results refer \to all the people in that region. ' ' 

There are two racial groups reported: Blacks and iv>n-Blacks., • 
Non-Black?, include Whites, Puerto. Ricans, Orientals, ^^ad Indians^ , 



3 * • * ^ 

The results are presented in terms of popQlation '.estimates. The - ^ 
^rofcedures used appear in Appendix A, Report -3; Writing Nation al •■ * 
Results , (Washington, D.C.r Government[printing Office, 197'0) . — 



Everyone taking Nation^al Asse'ssment exercises answered a 
series of home environment/questions ♦ One question asked about 
the highest educational, at^tainment of both pf« their parents,. 
That parental education i^nformation was used to divide re%)ondents 
into groups for reporting purposes: ^ 

. No High School : neither parent attendee? high school 

Some Higli School : *at;least^ one parent atten^Jed high school 
but neither parent graduated , " . , 

• ' ^ ^ ** * ^ 

high SchoojL Graduate : at least one parent finished higia ^ 
sphool but neither 'trained beyond high school o / 

Post High School : at least one parei^t continued his/her 
, education beyond high school * (el*" "!.ege or trade school)- 

The sizes. and types of communitieb che respondents came from 
were defined in* the following ways: ' ^ ^ 

* , ' • ♦ 

E^ttreme Inner^ City ; (9'. 9%, of the population) cj.ties with 
* p>Dpul^tions .of 200,000 or -more, the particular part ihaving 
low sqcio^conorliic status (SES)* • ' ^ 

Rel^ of " the Big City :' (Xl'^. 8%"of the population) cities, of. 
200, OOQ or more whicfh did not qualify as extreme inner cityrv 

Urban Fringe : (16. V% df th^^ population) ateas argund large 
ci-ties witnin*the same Standaird Metropolit;An Statistifcal , 
Area (SMSA);, though not including the e^reme affluent* suburb 

• ' Extreme Affluent Suburb ; '(10% of the population) all high. 
SES from areas within or close to larg^ cities/ or the same^> 
*S^JSA as cil^ies having populations in the r^nge of 150,000 
tq 200,000 ^ . • 

Medium City : (21.4% of -the population) cfties with popula-; 
tions ranging from 150,000 to 200,000 and middle SES>.and all* 
SESs the same SMSA containing a 'city with a population 
between 25,000 and ^00,.000 * — • * 

Small City : (20.7% of the population) areas with populations* 
^between 3,500 and*25,000 covering all SESs . 

Extreme Rural ; {9* 6% of .the population) areas with ^ popula- 
* tion less pSkan 3,500 within the same SMSA as a large city-, 
. areas with a population less than 3,500 and within^ the same 
SMSA a^'a^ 'medium city and areas simply having populations 
less than 3,500 . . i ♦ \ > ' ' ^ 



• ^ ' . CHAPTER 1 

* * * 

" , ♦ OBJECTIVE Tr WRITE^'TO COMMUNICATE ADEQUATELY 

. ' IN A SOCIAL SITUATION ' ^ 

Objective ^ I dealt w,ith writing , in social situations. Trans- 
lated >nto exercises,' this objective required tesporyients to write 
invitations^ thank you notes, record messages^ and y?rite directions 
The suitcess ai\y group had in handling tt\ese exerci.7^eS| was due tt) 
b'b^h the groiip's ability and the exercise's na1:ure. Thus ir was 
possgible, that the group may have performed differently (either • 
better ^r worse) if its members had taken different exercises, 

^ Within any feportipg categ^y (such as f egion)yNgrOups of 
respondents (such agi those from the Northeast) had b.een identified, 
and' it was possible ,to order the grotips according- to the percent-, 
age of succiess each had on an exercise, '.The group having the \> 
highes't per'centage of correct Responses was first in the ordering, 
the group, having the next highe&t percentage was second, an<J so on 
until ali'^the groups in the category hap' been ordered, 'When this 
was done- ^f or all social writing exercises, the number of times_„ 
each group was first in the 'ig^nkin^s was tabulated/ the number 
of 'ipimes each group was second was counted, and sq^ on- lentil the 
position of each group was-^oted for each exerci'Se^ The results 
of the tabulation are shown ^ in Exhibit I. 
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EXHIBIT l-i: NunODer of Exercises at Eaah'Rank 
Otder Position for -Each Group of Respondents 
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Region 
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Parenta;^ Education ' 
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No HigK School^ 
Some High School 
Hi^h School Graduate 
Ppsf High School 
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1 
7 
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Exercise RlOl^ Administered at Ag® ^ 



Writing a ''thank you note w^s a .social writing skill 9-year- 
qIcIs were asked to perforin. . ' - r - 

Exercise:^ Pretend that, your grandmother gave you a 
' • puppy for yoy^^ birthda^^. You named him Inky. Now' 
write a thank you letter. to your grandmother. *• 

"(The rest, of the pag'e provideQ lines for the response.) 

To^quadxfy as 'acc^eptable> the note had to contain^ a legible 
letter.' body with 'some sort of thaflk you. Children could' include 
other things in their notes (such 'as graeti^g^ or closings^, l)ut s.;- 
these were not' required for acceptability. 
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Eighty-seven percent of the children ha'ndled the task accept- 
ably; only 13% failed tor write -nctes cpntailiing some sort of thank 
you in a readarblc-* letter body. More specifically/* 95% wrote ; 



readable letter bodies with or without, thank you'S; ^9% did 
remember to say thank you. though the letter body may not have 
been accep.tably legible. Manyrof the^chlldr6n did include'- infor- 
ipation not required by the^ exe^rcise : better tnan three-fourths 

; included ^greetings in their .notfes, and nine- tenths added a closing 
'•^ „ > • - . , 

Children^ in th^ Northeastern/ CentAal 'and Western- regions 
wrote acceptably at, approximately -similar rates ^ 91%, 8.9% and 
88%, respectively. In the Soutjieast, however, only 78%', bf..the 

^children responded acceptably. Although boys and g.irls bot;h had 
little ^aif^iculty/ with the "^exercrse , the girls performed , accept- 
ably mofe often thari the boys: 92% vs. ^8<3%. , The task also ap-^^ • 
peered- tc be less difficult for nan-Black children (who responded 

accept.ably 92% of the time) ±han it was for Blacks (64%) 1 

* / , • . . ' 

•/ • ' >i - ♦ " . " 

' Acceptable completion ^^f the tafek increased wi,th -parental 

education: children of parents with a high school]^ education * or 

better performed best (better than 9 out 10 .produced ^acce^Jtable 

• notes^^ and thosfe whose paj-ents .had no higrt. school experience^ 

fared least; well ,(only O ooat ojEJ/.respondecJ acceptably) . * 

, One-thircJ. df * the inner city Children irrote unacceptable nvOtes 
•Nine-year-olds ''in the pther STOC categor^^fe tended to perform 
near t^e, national value. , The exceptional j&roupi^ were ^he-^'suburban 
fringe and affluent suburbs; these groups^'toth showed' success 

>tes 5% higher than the n^ation as a whole. 
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Exercise R102, Administered 4t Ag'e 9 ^ 

• ■ ' , ■ • - * 

Trie second socilal writing skill asjsfesse'd was the compb/sition 
of a short^ letter of •invitation-. • ^ . > • ' 
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Exercise :w Pretend that you are in Misd' Cook's class, £ 
Your class is going to give a' play called Chief i 
Wahoo's Surprise , , As you can see, this poster tell-s 
about the play. • ' , n 

Write a short letter invitihg^a favorite f-riAid or 
relative to come to sea your play, '\ Be s.ure to put 
in all th^e^ aftformation you' think your ^iend orj^-^ 
relative should know; . # • ^ 



pr^imafcely 1/2 page^ of lined space was^prowd 
ponse.|/ ^ K ^ Ml/* 



ded ^f or the • 



rersponse 

I . ^ . . i: , 

Art accepVabie le^t'ter •:^ncluded* the^ ^oilps^injlf ; ; nft?ntion of the . 
play, the date, the ^time , and th^ place*. While not required foi: / 
. accept'abilityv some responses incXuded^a greeting, a closing arid/ 
the name of the sender. 
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Nationally, less than 35% of the 9-year.-olds successfully ^ ^ 
responded to this ei^ercise. The percentage of 'acceptable responses 
for -each region wa43 <4lose to t^e national value, but there was 



'lapge^if ference in performance bel^ween boys (28%' acceptable) and 
girls^(43%). Thirty-eigl?t percent of the non-Blaqk children 
answered acceptably, as did about 20% of the '^Black-* children* >^ f 

• The more education a 9-year-old's par^ts ^had/ the more suc- 
cessful the child was in'agceptabXy completinb the task. jFurther, 
inner city' students ^performed Ipast well at: 17%; suburb^an fringe* 
children responded best about 44%. • . f • 

Children showed a pattj^n* in -b&e way they included required 
information in thfe letters. .Although 83% of the 9-year-olds ^ 
mentioned the play, '.61% ^nd 63%, respective'ly / included the da^tsfe- . 
and time 'o^ the play, while only 48%#f made Veference to where itT\" 
would be.held^ • Le^s than^ 33% includedfa closing and little over 
half »of the childrdiPi included the name of the sender. 



\ 4 ' 



\* \90 
75 

>oll 

f 

6S 

• c 
60 

' * 55 
, » 5(t 



45 

V 

40 



3& 

30 



7> 



I- 




I.. 



< 



x> 



\ 



V 



-J 



%reet inf Ment ion ^ Date / Tine 
of Pity 



% of acceptable ^spi^se in each catiegory 



'T'Uce 

t 



Closinit 



Xaiw of 
Sender 



. ^ ^ -Exercise R103, Administered at Age ^ 

A^.^third .social writing jBkiH\ this study e^iamined was the , 
ability to relay a telephone"* message . ' - • ^ 

Exercise: Y6u\ are gox^g to^ hear '"two people talking on. the tele 
phone. -vjOne is a^^irl n^med Mary 'Brown. Hie other is sbmeonp 
just about .your aq^ His name Is Billy. Pr€tend*'that YOG are 
Billy, ana'-LISTEWP^AREFULLY 'to what Mary* asks B^Llly ' feo^ do . ' 

(The t$pe recorded phoiie conversation between Billy and' Mary"--. 
was playqd^'for the' children^. . The orecorded -dialogue wentf like. 

this:) - ' ^ r ; . ^ . • 

^ILLY: Hello'. • ^ - » < • 



'MARYi Hello, is thii*? 

BILLyV .This 'is Billy. * , ■' 

t^RT: ^ Bil^y, this is.>Mary BroWp. Is ygur sister there: 

^ILLY: ' No,' sh^'s at the store i ^ >■ ^ 

MARY: Will" you- .giyej,her a m^^ag^ for me? ; r 



BILLY: Sure, Iidiles? so. What- is it?-" ' 

* ' . . ^ . ; > 

MARY: This is' pretty important*;? Billy." Can. you' get .• some 
pencil and paper an<^Witto it- down? 

'^ILtY-: O.k; Wait a' minute-. (jfause) I'm ready now^- Go 1 
' -ahead. . ] ' '■ - ' 

MARY: Tell your sister that "I*' 11 meet her at Jane's ./ 
' -house ?t<6 o'clfeoik tonight. Got it? ^ \, 

- ' ' f •> , ^ ^ . ' " 

BILLY: No, don't qo so fast. Say*it again. • 

MATIY: J* TeJ.! *her to .meet. Mary, Brown at Jane*s house at 
i ' ' 6 o.'clock .tonight. . Got it now? ' " . . I 

BI(llY: -I thiiik so, letf me see. "Meet Maxy Brown rt Jane*'.s 



house -at 6^ o'^lock^ tonight.' J^^ 
RY: ' That's^right, Billy, don't forget now. Goodbye. 
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r 



Mary aSked BiW.y to write a note, didn't' she^ Now you will- hear 
them again. Pretend that .you are B'illy aga^in*. . Uisten carefully, 
and this time try to W2;ite the note that Mary asks Billy to write, 

(The conversation was played "^^gain and the children -Wtote the 
required message. , One half of a li'hed page was provided for the- 
response.) ' ' ' ^ 

' • ■•' *-.-'• - ■ 

To Ije considered acceptable, the relayed message had 'to be 
a.. AO te"^ stating four things: the' 'name of the. p'erson to be_ met ^ 
. (either .Mary or Mary Brown) .,-»the place (June's house), the time 
o£"the me.eting i6-:00 .p-.m. ) and the day (tonight) . ^ ^ 
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igationally , 31% of the 9-year-olds» wrote .notes including, all 
our .required pieces af information, though a considerably higher 
percentage of children included eagh'of the- individual items 
askted for.' Specif ically,.VO% of the cliildren included: the -name 
Mary or Mary -Brown, the p'lac^ where Mary would be met, t^e day of 
the lifeeting and the time. "Th*. highest percentage of successful 
-responses (83^ correcst) was to the item, "time of meeting." 
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. - Regionally, , 9-yearT>olds, in, the Southeast had the lowest per- 
centage pf acceptable answers (22%), whdle those Mving in the 
Central part of the country vv[ere the^most suc^c^essful v'ith 36% 
•responding acceptably. Boy^ were generally 5% less successful 
and^irls.5% more successful' than ^he nation as a whole. 

Less than 1-2% of Blacks cofnple'ted .the'ex^rcise acceptably, ' 
although 35% 'of thcise in the non-Black group" did so. Following 
the .national pattern, the best response to an i,ndivldual item by 
those classified accorciing to color was to "tima^of meeting."- 
For ex-ample, although only one out ot eight Blac)t children finished 
t:he wiJble exercise successfully," ov^f 71%. of all Black 9-year-olds - 
acceptably recorded the meeting '-s time.- 

• Generally, the more* education the ^arerits had, the. greater ^ 
the level of 'the children's success. -Nine-ylBar-olds whose parents 
received no or only som^ .high school education gave acceptable 
answers at levels of 25% and. 26%, Respectively, contrast to 
children of paren-ts with post high school educations. They com- 
pleted the task acceptably 38% o'f the time: .. 

» ^ « Fewer 9-year-oi^ from .the inner city- gave accept^lb answers 
(13% correct) t^an children from suburban fringes and the small 
cities,. The percentages cff success for the latfceH two groups 
werfe 34%, while children from the affluent subutbs showed a rate 
of 30%. . ; . - ■ 
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Exercise 1^104^ Administered at Age 9 



In^keepinq with Objective 1/ this exerc is;*' measured ^ wr'iting 
skill necessary in a social situa.^ion: the addressing of an 
envelope. , . ' ■ ' ' 



Exetcise: Mary Smith lives at% 100 Mam street m \ 
HopsQP/ Ohio. The zip code ^ for- Hopson is 45601. 
Mary's grandmother lives at 475Xactus Land in 
Sunshine/ Arizpna* Her name is Mrs. Robert Smith/ 
and her zip code is>-86001.' 

Pretend that Mary wants to send a letter to her , - 
grandmotheit^ How should she address the envelope?. 
Filjl ouj: the envelope below the wajJ^Mary -shQuld. 
Make sure you .write down everything that should go 
on the envelope. ^ 
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4, 

An acceptable Response contained six pieces of information/ 
in their 'proper places on the envelop^j the* sender ' s name . street 
name and house ^number and city\and stat^* and the addressee's 
nafn^ ' street and house number, and city and state. If a^g-^yeaf- *. 
old included a zip eode in either address, it Jiad to* 6e c^rectly 
.^tered. A response was unacceptable if required information ' 
left out or includ'ecj incorrectly. ^ , ' V # 
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Twenty-eight percent 'of i:he 9-year-olds correyotly entered- 
the six required items^ 69% responded in an unacceptable -manner ^ 
arid 3%*did not respond at: all. < Of the 97.% who d^ respond, many 
exhibited -^he following pattern: greaj;est success 'at ertterifig- 
the required name (either Mary Smith £n the, sender's adaress or 
Mrs. Robert Smith ia the receiver's aradress)^ somewhat/lkss suc- 
cess in including the 'street arid Ijom^ number (100 Msfth/ Street 
.and 475 Cactus liane)- and least success in entering theVQities 
•(Hopson, OhiO/ and Sunshine^ Arizona). 
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EXHIBjET 1-7 
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Those- children living in jbh^ -Northeast had the high^sjt per- 
centage of success with this exergise ' (performing 9%^above the/ ^ 

successful. * Girli 



natiohal Ti 



success witn tnis exergise ipe^rorming aoove tne^ ^ 
igui:^)^ while ^thosd residing In the We^t were the le^t 
. * Girls scored 19% higher' than bbys^ ITnd non^Black ^ 
9--ye^r-olds showfed a higher r^tf^ df success^ tha"n''"cKildren ^in the ^ 
BlactJ?; group. - - ' > ' ' 

Those whose parent^ had' a post hi^ school education gefve . 
acc^ptabl'fev responses ^-©nd, as t'he amount- of parental education 
declined) th^ percent *of successful ^responses also^ decreased ; 
Children of parents with; some high school expetien^ cht^ not 
follow this' general patt(ern: as a group, they had^ more ,'success "^ 
•than children reporting one parent .who had finished high school/ 

N^Lne-.yeai^-olds in the inner city ^roup did less than half as 
well as §-y'eiir-drds nationally/ and the extreme rural children 
perforiried* oniy slightly bett^ than their* inner city cousins. 
-Children in the urban fringe, medium cities, and small cities 
classiCieations. %cbre<f about^ equally w^ll and w^re second in level 
of success to 9'year-olds f rom^ the affluent siiburb category ^ 
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Exercise R201, Administered at Age 13 

Exercise R201 called for the 'same social writing skill as 
Rl02-tj6Biiting an informal letter of invitation. 

V 

Exercise: About three months ago, Leo Logan moved from * 
the city to the country. His father bought a farm, and 
now JLeo's address is 'Rebel Road, Rur^^l Delivery No. 1, 
. Harris, Nebraska 69000. 

Leo likes the country, but he misses hijs old friend Ozzie 
Drake. Leo's mother says, "Why^ don't you write to Ozzie 
and invite him to visit us for a weak this\ summer?" 

Write Leo's letter of invitation to Ozzie. 

(Approximately 1-1/2 pages of lined space were provided for the 
response.) ^ ^ 

• Ik 

'' 

\ • 

In order for the letter to be considered acceptable, it had 
to include an invitation to Ozzie. 
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Nationally, about 9 out of dO (91%) 13-year-oids answered 
acceptably. Regionally, those from the Southeast were slightly 
below the nation (88%), while teenagers living in the/ other ^ 
regions of the country had percentages of success closer to the* 
nation ate a whole. ' . ^ 

Females scored 6% higher than the males. Thirteen-year-olds 
in the inner .city and extreme rural categories were, respectively, 
14% and 10% below the nation as a whole, while those from the 
SAiburban fringe w^e 5% higher. * - \^ 

Non-Blacks scored a little abov^ the national figure (93*^ , 
while Blacks were somewhat below at 83%. Teenagers of ^parentis 
with some high school education had rates of success 8% below 
the national .yalue and 10% below 13-year-olds whose parents grad- 
uated from high school. 
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Exercise R202, Administered ^4^ae 13 



This exercise overlaps Exerciap R104; and measured the social 
writing skill of addressing an envelope. 

Exercise:^ Mary Smith lives at lOQ Main Street ^in Hopson, 
Ohio. The zip code for Hopson is 45000, Mary''s grand- 
mother lives at 475 Cactus Lane in Sunshine, Arizona, 
I(er name is Mrs. Robert Smith,, and her zip code is 86001. 

Pretend that Mary wants to send a letter to her grand- 
r mother. How should she address the envelope? * Fill out 
the envelope below the ^way Mary 'should. Make sure you 
write down everything that shjould go on the envelope. 




An acceptable response included six pieces of infoirmatipn 
in their proper places on the envelope: the sender's name, street 
and house number, and city and statfe. If a 13-year-»old included 
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a .zip. code in either address, it* had to be correctly entered* 
Required information left out or included incorrectly res\alted 
in an unacceptable answer • 
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Seventy-eight perc^nt'pf the 13-year-olds addressed their • 
envelopes at:ceptably by. including all the required pieces of 
information, 3% of the teenagers did not respond- at all, and 19%. 
wrote unac&eptable \addresses. Of those. responQing, most seemed 
to have leSs difficulty with the first item on each address, a- 
little more difficult:y with the next item,' and sq, on. The patt^ 
is displayed in Exhibit 1-10. • ' ^ . ^ 
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EXHIBIT 1-10 



n 



fUry 



lOO 
Miin 



Hopson, 
Ohio 



Mri 

RoSt. 

Svith 



475 

C«ctus, 
L«nf 



Sunshlr>*, 
Arlicm» 



Keturn Mirts* 



Rec^ipiAit's Address 



Those 13-year-olds living in the Southeast had a success 
rate 6 percentage points lower than the national value, and 11% 
lower than the teenagers, living in the Northeast (the regional 
J5°;iPj^^\Pf^f°^e'^,"^°st successfully). Females acceptably 
addres,^ed their envelopes more often than did males (th^ differ- 

aWp''Mfrfh''"'^"J^ ""^^ i^*^' ^"'^ non-Blacks answered somewhat 
above (4%) the national figure, while Blacks were. 18% below it. 

Vh« i,?^"^^''^ parents ^ere educated beyond high school had 

the highest percentage of success with this exercise; the lower 
°^ parental education, the low6r the level of success 
With the* exercise. ^ ^ y *' 

- Inner c5ity 13-year-blds and those in the extreme rural cate- 
gory were less successful (16% and 11% below the national ra?e, 
respectively), than those from the rest of big city, small cities 
suburban fringes, and affluent suburbs-all of those respondents 
being close to one another in their rates of acce^Dtable LspoSses 
lr^^:'^:i.r^.^'^'-^ ^^^^ acceptable, respo^nses mosfo^JL^n; 
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Exercise R203, Administered at Age 13 

• ■ ■ . .■ • ? ■ 

This exercise (which overlaps .Exercii^e R103) a^ked respon- 
dents to leave a written message. , ^ 

Exercise: you are going^ to hear a telephone conversation between 
two boys, Al and' Ben, During the conversa#tion, you will discover 
that Ben. is going to, have ^o write "a note to his mother. Listen 
parefully to find out the things that Ben will have to say in his 
i^bte. (Children then listened^ to the conversation reproduced 
below, rt was not printed in the ch±14ren's boojclet.) 

(NOW LISTEN TO THE PHONE CONVERSATION)' 

AL: H^y, Ben, this is Al. I called you to remind you you're 
supposed to come down to my house for supper tonight 
^before , the^ game. 

BEN: Oh yeah, I remember. Your mother and father are going to 

pidk me up on the way back from the barbel: shop. What- time 
do you think you'll get here? , 

AL: Oh, around 5« o'clock.- • , \ 

BEN: O.K. I'd better leave a note f oi> my mother. She won',t 

be home until 5:30 and maybe ^he's forgotten that I won't 
be eating at home. \ 

AL: You'd better remind Ker of the ball game, too. She's 
supposed to pick us up aftervards, isn't she? 

BEN: That's right. Your father is takfng us to the game b\it 
my mother is bringing yis home. Thanks for reminding me. 
I'll writQ the hote right away. 

You will now have another chance to hear the conversation between 
Al and Ben. Listen to it carefully again and then, when the boys * 
have finished talking, write the note that you think -Ben should 
leave for his mother. 

(The conversation was repeated again.) 

(Approximately 1/2 page of lined space was provided for the 
response.) ' • . 5 ^ 

« * '> 

An acceptable message had to include the following: (1) 
going to Al's. house for dinner, (2) Al's father ' taking them to the 
g^me, and (3) Ben's mother picking the boys up after the game. 
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EXHIBIT 1-11 
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Nationally; l!:wo-thircis of the 13-year-o3dS responded accept- 
ably to this, exercise. Regionally, Western Itfeenagers had the-'' 
highest rate of acceptable responses (73%), and , Southeastern teen 
ager»''had the lowest (58%) • Generally, /females were more suc-^ 
cestui than male^ (by 13%), and pon-Blacks (73%) fared better 
than BlackSr^(39%) . Thirty-niife percent of the inner city teen- 
agers wrote acceptable notes, while those in the other STOC cate- 
gories performed progressively higher with the affluent, suburb 
gro^ip having the highest- rate of all, 77% The exception to this 
upward pattern involved teenagers from the suburban fringe — the 
rate of accept^ible resportses there was 1% above the national . 
value but somewhat below .the rate for teenagers in small places • 
A' simile upward movement appealed in the parental Education cate 
gory:* 13-year-olds whose parents had 'no or only some high school 
education were 23% below the national figure while teenagers 
whose parents had a post high school education were 7% above ^the 
national valui?. * * , ; 
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Exercise R3L01, Administered at Age 17 k ^ 

Ijike Exercises r103 and the preceding exercise, this exer- 
cise assessed the ability to relay a written message, 

Exercis.e: You are going to hear a telephone conversation tJetween 
two gfrls, Peggy and Carol During the conversation, you will 
discover that Carol is going to have to write a note to her 
mother. Listen carefully to^fi.nd out the things that Carol will 
have to say in her note. ^Youngsters then listened to the con- 
versation reproduced below. ^ It was not printed in their booklet ..) 

(NOW LISTEN TO THE PHONE COVERSATION) " i 

CAROL: Hello. 



PEGGY: 
« • 

CAROL: 

PEGGY: 
CAROL:' 

PEGGY: 
' CAROL : 



Hello,. Carol., This is Peggy. I called to remind yftu that 
you. are supposed to come to my house- for , supper tonight 
before tha rehearsal. 

Yes, I remember. You and your mother aife goingto pick 
me .up on your way back from the store. What timte do 
you think you' 11^ get here? 

Oh, about 5,1 guess. 

Then I'd better leave a note for 'my mother, fehe won't 
be home until 5': 30 and she may have forgotten I^won't be 
eating at home. 



You'd better remind sher about the rehearsal, too, 
supposed to pick us up afterwards, isn't she? 



She's 



That's right. * Your mother is taking. us to the rehearsal 
but my mother is supposed to bring us home. Thanks for 
reminding me. I'll write a' note right away. 

You will now have another chance to hear the conversation between 
Peggy and Carol. Listen to it carefully egain and then, when th3 
•girls have finished talking, write the note that you think Carol/ 
shotild leave for her mother. 



(NOW LISTEN TO THE PHONE CONVERSATION AGAIN) 

(Approximately 1/2 page of lined space was provided for the 
response.) " , / 
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' <.^1^.5\h^J^^*'^^'^^''^^?''^^^ included th^ follo^irig: ,a note which 
stated that: -(1) Carol is going, to Peggy's house for dinner, * 
illJ^^^y ^^^tj^^.^s taking them to the rehearsal (or the reader 
should be able to infer this l^Rformation) , and (3) Carol's mother 
should pick them up after the r^arsal, A resoonse that was 
not acceptable omitted any of th^? pieces of information above. 



EXHIBIT l-rl2 
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Seventy-nine percent of the. 17-year-olds -wrote acceptab;Le 
notes. Regionally, teenagers' in the West had rates of accept- 
ability 7% higher than the nation as a whole/ and 15% higher than 
those the Southeast. Females wrote Acceptable notes 12% more 
often than males, and were 6% higher than the nation as a whole. 
Eighty- four percent of the notes written by nori-Bla"bk 17-year- 
olds were acceptable, as were 54% of"those written by^Blacks. 

In the size and type of community category, inner city teen- 
a.gers gave acceptable answers, at a rate 1.8% belcw the national 
figure, while those in the affluent suburb" gfoup^ responded accept- 
ably 15% more often than the nation. Teenagers whose parents 
had §ome or no high sciK>ol education gave fewer acceptable re- - 
sponses (67% and 64%, rlspectively) than did those whose parents 
were high school graduates (86%) or whose parents received post " 
high school ed\ication (85%) . - . 
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Exei?cise 'R302; Administered at Age 17 * 

« 

This exercise assessed the ability of 17-y^ar-olds to j/rite 
step-by-step directions, a writing skill necessary' for communi- 
cating processes .and procedures in social And other kinds of 
settings. 

' Exercise: When we make or do- something, we usually 
fpllow certaiji procedures. There are certain 'steps 
to f ollow ,in baking bread; tarring a roof, cutting a 
pattern, painting^ a House, repairing a car, developing 
film, changing a tire, and other such activities, 

• Choose something that you Jcnow how to make or do. 
Describe from the beginning the steps that you follow 
in order to make it or do it* Mdke the directions 
as simple anc^ clear as possible. Someone who is not 
familiar with the -^jrocess that you are describing 
should be abie to understand and follow your ^dir potions. 

(Approximately 1-1/4 pages of lined space were provided for the 
response. ) 

An acceptable response must include all steps needed to follow 
the procedure. Acceptable responses wer^ subdivided into one of 
two categories : (1)^ acceptable and specific — the respondent lifets 
all important steps with specific information that would enable . 
the reader to do the job correctly; or (2) acceptable- but not 
specif ic--tl;ie Respondent mentions all the important steps/ but 
does not giVe enough detail, to enable the reader to do the job ^ 
correctly. > For example, a recipe is given, but there is no men- 
tion of the quantity of the ingredients. Unacceptable responses', 
omitted a step necessary for the procedure, or gave the reader 
insufficient information to follow the procedure. For^ example, a 
description was given^of how' to change a tire but omitted pulling 
on the parking brake or placing 'the car in "park." Another 
example concerns cutting a pattern and only states, "follow th^ * 
directions. " ' , - 

1 



0 
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Better, than three out of four 17-year-olds wrote acceptable''^ 
directions though only 59% wrote directions that were specific . 
(Exhibit 1-14) . ' . - 

Regionally, acceptable and specif ic directions appeared most 
often m the West—almost 6% above the national levels-while 
those in the Southeast were 13% below the nation as a whole. 
Directions written by teenagers living in the Central and North- 
eastern regions were close to the national figure. Nonspecific 
acceptable. essays (Exhibit 1-13), written in the West and North- 
east regions, were close to the national percentage; tho^e in ^ 
t^e Southeast .^la^Central parts of the country were below the 
nation as a whoje. 

Ac^ptable -and specific essays were' written by a slightly 
larger p^centage of -females than mi^les; the gap increased to 5%. 
when acceptable but both specific and nonspecific essays were- 
included. Black teenagers wrote- considerably fewer acceptable 
and gpecif ic essays (20?r less than the national rate) , while 
non-Bl,ack 17-year-olds scored slightly above (3%) • the figure for " 
the nation. ' > . ■ ^ ^ 

As parental .education increased, the percentage of those 
wr<Ltxrig acceptable and specific directions al«o increased. -For 
example, teenagers^, of parents with orily sfome high school experience 
scored 1-0% below the nation as a whole,: while tho'se vrfiose parents' 
e.n^oyed a post high school education wrote acceptaljly at a rate " 
6% above the nat;ional- figure. ' 

< Turning to the size ■ and- type Qf community category, 17-year- 
olds from the inner cities performed less successfully than the 
nation as a, whole; those from the affluent iuburbs were spmewhat 
more successful than teenagers" nationally ; and those from the 
other communities all ranged restively close- trt the national, 
figure. ^' ' | 
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EXHIBIT 1-13 
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EXHIBIT 1-14 
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Exercise ^4 01, Administered *to Adults 



This exercise, ' administered to adults, overlaps R302, It 
asked ^ults to write, step-by-step directions. 

Exercise: When we make'' or do something, we ustally 
follow certain procedures. There are certain steps ^ 
to follow ifn baking bre^d, tarring a roof, .cuttxLng a 
pattern, painting a house, repairing a. car, developing 
film, chahging a tire, and^other such act^ities, , ' .; 
Choose something that you know how to make or do. In 
the space .below,, describe from the beginning the steps 
that^ you follow in ord^r to make it or do it, Mafke' 
the directions as simple and clear as possible. Someone * 
who IS not familiar with the process *th^t3^'you are de- 
scribing should be able to understand and follow youp' 
directions. ^ ^ ^ ^ , ' 

(Approximately 1-1/4 pages of lined sp^ce weire provided fx?r the 
respons^^ \ , ' . • , • 



Acceptable responses had to include all th% st^ps needed to 
complete the described task,. These .responses were divided into 
two . group^s : .acceptable but not specific (listing all the steps 
"but with information insufficient to allow the reader- to perform- 
the described activity) ,* aiid acceptable and specific (listing/ 
all the steps in sufficient detail to allow '^te reader to perform 
t^e task described) , Unacceptable responses omitted steps nee-"' 
essary for successful completion of the task. 



\ 
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Fifty-seven percent of the adults wrote acceptable directions 
(Exhibit 1-16) , as did tli^ree-f ourths of the teenagers. Thirty- y 
seven percent wrote acceptable and specific responses again 
demonstrating a drqp fjrom the almost three-out-of-f ive performance 
for 17-year-olds, . , , ' c * . 

There was onl/ one significant variation from the jaational 
percentage of acceptable., but not specific responses ME^^ibit 1-15)/ 

^nbn-filacks scored 34 higher than the natiTon, HoweWr,^ there ; 
were several important' differences among the' accep^^abl'e and spe- 
cific responses. The two lower parental education groups had 
percentages 8 to 11 points below the national figure (37%), 
wh^Jfe the 'p6st^ high schotriT group' s performance was 13 poijits • 

a above tha, national level*. . The inner city's percentage of spe^ 
cific response^ wag less than hal!f the national percentage* 
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. EXHIBIT 1-15 
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Exercises R402 and R303 
Administered to Adults and IV-Year-Olds 



Describing events in sequential order ^is defined to be a 
social writing skill. This exercise assessed the performance of 
both 17-year-olds and adults in describing an event in an orderly 
manner. * 



Exercise: Here is a c iagram ofi an automobile accident'. 
Study the diagram for a while and then, in the space below 
describe the accident in your own words. 

j 

(Approximately 1-1/2 pages of lined slpace were provide for the 
response. ) - % 



Insur > with Interstate 



Brpnch Office: 
301 State Rd. 
Apoloosa« Ga. 



Date of accident: June 24, 19 
Time of accident: 6:45 a.m. 



3 

CO 



(O 



3 

(O - 



(Homer Ave.] 
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An acceptable re^sponse had to include at least four of the 
following five i^ems: (1) the name of the street each car 
traveled/ (2) the direction each car was heading, (3) the color 
of the traffic light for each auto, (4) the fact that each car 
was turning, and (5) the fact that a collision occurred. 7^ 
unacceptable response included a mistake of major proportions: 
for example, t:he statenjent that car 1 had a yellow light, or 
that car 2 was turning right made th^ response unacceptable/ 
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EXHIBIT 1-18 
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The refc:alts of this" "exeroise showed some striking differences 
between 17-i't^ar~old and adult performances; nationally, 52% -of 
the teejhagers (Exhibit 1-17) a^cceptably completed this exercise 
while only 38% of the adults did so (Exhibit 1-18). Regionally, 
17-yea±-olds in all four areas tended to show roughly the same 
percentage of acceptable responses as the nation with those in 
the Central region having a slightly higher rate than the others. 
. Adult responses by region were also fairly wel*r clustered near 
the national value with the Southeast 9% lower than the rfatipnal 
value. . \ ' > 

Unlike many of the other exercises reported, adult men 
turned in a higher percentage of acceptable rjesponses- (43%) than 
did women (33%). Teenage boys, on the other hand, were slightly 
less successful (8% less) than y/ere teenage girls. For both 
groups of teenagers, however, results were highe^ than were those 
for the corr^isponding adult groups. 

Black rf.spondents had success rates below the nation as a 
whole. Dlac'i'. teetiagers were 31% below while adults were 8% baj.ow. 
Non-Black teenagers and adults both had -acceptable response rates 
slightly higr*er than the national value* 
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Variations according to parental education appeared to be 
larger for 17-ye^r-olds than they did with young adults. Not 
surprisingly, this pattern also* applied at the opp'csit^ end of 
the educational continuum; teenagers and young adults whose par- 
ents experienced a post high school education had acceptability 
rates above their respective national figures. 

Teenager^s from afflne^ t suburbs and medium cities did some- 
what better (8% and 6%, respectively) than .the national figure 
and considerably better than their peers in rural areas and inner 
cities (both were 11% below the nation) . Similarly, adults 
living in the affluent suburbs performed 12% higher than the 
national rate and 18% and 19% higher, respectively, than people 
in the extreme rural and inner city c*ategor\es. 
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Exercises R103, R203, and R301, 
Administered to 9-, 13-,. and 17-Year-Olds 

•' " " ' , ■ / 

By comparing the similar exercises administered to 9-year- ' 
olds, IS-year-olds , and IV^-yeair-olds , success in giving accept- 
able responses can be seen to 'increas^ with ^age : the national 
^ rate for acceptable answers went from a low of 31% for 9-year- 
olds, tO'-67% for 13-year-olds, to a high of* 79% for 17-year-olds, 
When the performances are broken dowil by region, sex, parental 
education, color, and size and type of community, the largest 
increase is between ages 9 and^ 13 rather than between 13 and 17. 
For example, there is a larger difference in performance of North- 
eastern 9-year-olds and 13-year-olds than between Northeastern 
.13-year-olds and 17-year-olds. 

Regionally, 9-year-olds had their greatest percentage of 
success Ln the Central area, their lowest in 'the Soiftheastern 
region. For 13-year-olds \nd for 17-year-olds, the highest ^ate 
of success was found in the West (some 6% and 7%, respectively, 
above the national figure) , while the lowest rate was in the 
Southeast (10% and 8%, respectively, below the n^itional percentage.) 

In all age <^roups, females generally gave a higher percentage 
of acceptable responses than did males — a 10% difference for 9- 
year-olds, a* 13% difference for 13-year-olds, and 12% for 17-year- 
olds. Non-Black students in all' three* age groups generally 
scored slightly above the national rate. Black students rated 
below for this kind of exercise — 19% below for 9-year-olds, 28% 
below for 13-year-olds, and, 2'4% below for 17-year-olds. 

Regarding parental education, both 9-year-olds and 13-year- 
olds had the highest success rates when their parents had a post 
•highfschool education, though this was not true of 17-year-olds. 

-Excepting children in the inner 'city category, most of the 
' 9-year-61ds grouped around the national value. For 13-i^ear-oldS', 
• both inner city and extreme rural teenagers were wefl below the 
nation as a whole, while those from affluent suburbs wer^ above 
the^ national figure. The same pattern, roughly speaking , held 
true for the 17-year-olds with the addition of the suburban fringe 
group to those scoring above the xiational average. 
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CHAPTER 2 



OBJECTIVE II: WRITE TO COMMUNICATE ADEQUATELY 
IN A BUSINESS OR VOCATIONAL^ SITUATION 



The 10 exercises measuring the Second objective asked res- 
pondents to fill out application forms, write formal letters of 
invitation, and fill out order forms for merchandise. The over- 
all rates of success varied with exercises, though respondents 
from different resgions, of different sexes, etc., often performed 
at different levels of^ success. Those levels, which are reflected 
in the ordarings of the respondent groups, are shown in Exhibit 
2-1. 





EXHIBIT 2-1. Number 
Group of 


of Exercises 
Respondents 


for 


Each 






Reporting 
Category 


Group 




Order 


» 

Position 




Region 




1 


2 


3 


4 


5 6 


7 




Northfeast 
Southeast 
Central 
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9 

• 

1 


1 

•8 
1 


1 
9 


9 






Sex 




.1 




3 


4 


5 6- 


7 




Male 

• 0 Female 


t 

10 


10 










Color 




1 


2 


3 


4 


5 6 


7 




Non-Black 
Black' 


10 


10 
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EXHIBIT 2-1 (cont.) 



Reporting 
Category ' 

Size and Type 
"of Gonununity 



Group 



Order Position 



4 

Rural 








1 


4 


6 




Small City 




1 


2 


4 


3 






Affluent Suburb 


6 


.2 


2 










Suburban Fringe- 


2 


4 


2 


\ 






1 


Medium Si,ze City 


2 


2 


4 








1 


Big City 




1' 




3 


2 


3 


1 


Inner City^ 










1 




8 


Parental Education 


1 


2 


3 


4 


5 


6 


7 


No High School 






4 


6 








Some High School 




1 


5 


. 4 








High School Graduate 




9 


1 










Post ifigh School 


' 10 















Typically, regional performances were highest in the North- 
east, with positi^s in the orderings decreasing in the Central, 
West, and Southea^ regions. Females typicajly performed at / 
higher rates thaji males, non-Blacks .better than Blacks. Usually, 
respondents Trom affluent suburbs and suburban fringe areas per- 
'formed better than persons from other sizes and .types of com- 
munities, followed by persons from medium and small cities. Rural 
respondents generally scored higher than those from the extreme 
inniB^" city. ' . ^ 
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Exercise R105, Administered at Age 9 

Pilling out blanks -is a common business/vocational task 
falling under Objective IJ. This exercise presented an informa- 
tion blank to 9-year^oIds. ) . 

Exercise: Fill in the blanks below. Do- not use your 
Tii^ ow^name, tlach boy should call himself Adam Baker Carson . 
Each girl should call herself Alice Baker Carson * You 
may make up the rest of the information. 



WAMF- . ^- • 


last 


first 


middle initial 


ADDRESS:* 






number 


Street 


city or town state 


■J' 

ZIP CODE: 






DATE OF BIRTH: . 


• 




month 




day year 


TnnAY'S DATF: 




w 




«x 

♦ 




* 1 



An acceptable response includeci the following items in their 
proper order: (1) the name Adam or Alice Baker Carson (last name 
f i2?st) ; (2) street and number; (3) a city or town; (4) a state/ 
(5) a zip code; (6) a month, day and year of birth; and (7) today' 
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date (mqnth, day, --year) . Not acceptable: an error or deletion 
in any of the required pieces of information made the entire 
response t^iacceptable . 



EXHIBIT 2-2 
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PEBCEHTAGE 0" SUCCESS • 
30 «0 50 60 



Only 16% of the nation's 9-year-olds completed the exercise 
correctly, though the seven required pieces of information were 
not equally difficult for all ^oups of respondents'. About 56% 
entered the fictitious name correctly (24% were boys, 32% were 
girls) and 70% entered last name first, given name, and middle 
name (whether they used the required names or some other ones) . 
About\75% filled in the number and street, 73% wrote down the 
city or town, and 71% and 73% correctly reported in the name of 
the state and the zip code number. 

"Date of birth" was ^ccessfully entered by 52% of the 
9-year-olds— again, proper order* didn't seem to be the over- 
whelming problem: 60% got the order correctiy — and 68% were 
able to fill in "today's date" without error. 
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^ * Questions have been raised about the difficulty 9-year-olds 
• have using a fictitious name and how that difficulty might affect 
their' total sc^je for the exercise. ^ j 

^When we ignored the requirement of using Adam or Alice Baker 
Carson, the percentage of children who completed all parts of 
the exercise correctly jumped from 15% to 3 0%. ^ 

Regionally, 9--yeaF-olds in the Northeast ^tended to be more 
successful, than the rest of the country, while those in the South- 
east tended to be less successful. 

Boys and girls differed in their abilities to successfully 
handle parts of the form: mWe girls generally gave acceptable 
responses than boys. For example, the date was filled in cor- . 
rectly by 63% of the boys and 73% of the. girls, the part of the 
exercise wl\^re male-female performance differences were largest. 
In general, the mal^-female diffferencfes 'in the performances on 
the other parts were small. ^ 

Nofi-Blacks tended to do better than' Blacks. Nationally, 5% 
of the felack and 18% of the non-Black 9-year-olds completed the 
exercise without a mistake. As indicated before, the rate of 
acceptable responses went up after the name blank was filled in. 
For example, the zip code was entered acceptably by 76% of the 
non-Blacks and 63%. of the Blacks. . - , 

Typically, the higher the level of the parents' education, 
the greater the success rate of the respondents. Nationally, 
there was an anomaly to this pattern: respondents whose parei)ts 
had no* high school education were very close to the national . 
mean, while those with parents of some high school .education were 
.11% below the national figure. Thereafter, the results for res-"" 
pendents whose parents had graduated from high school or who had 
post high school education 'were again above the national value 
(2% and 6%, respectively). A more typical -^xample of the. 
influence of parental education can be seen by locking at the 
rates of success for entering "today's date." The percentages 
, of success go ftom a low of 9% below' the national value (for^no 
high school edu'bation) , to a' high or 8% above (post high school ^ 
education) . - . , 

\ Typically, result's for size and type' of community levels 
" went fr6m a low in the inner cities to a high in the affluent 
suburbs. Other areas (extreme rural, rest of big city, .m'edium 



^J. C.^ Mellon, "Roundt^ble Review," Research in the Teaching of 
English , vol. 6, 1972, pp. 86ff. 
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size cities, small places, and the suburban fringe) all tended 
•cluster close together*^ 



J 
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Exercise R106, Administered at Age 9 



Exercise R106 parallels R105:' both arfe concerned with mea- 
suring respbndents' performances iir filling out applications. 



Exercise: Fill in the lines below.- Do. not use your \ 
own »name here . Each boy should call himself Adam Baker 
Carson. Each girl should call herself Alice Baker- 
Carson* You may make up the rest of th^ ijif cremation, 



first name 



middle initial > 



last name 



street address 



city or town 

4. DATE OF BIRTH: 

* t 

TODAY'S DATE: 



state 



zip code 



onth 



day 



year 



1 



^ 

An acceptable response included the following items in their 
proper order: (1) the name, Adam or Alice Baker Carson (first 
name first, etc.)/'(*2) the street;and numbei:; (3), city or town; 
(4) state; (5) zip code; (6) birthday (in order); month, day 
and year; and (7) today's date (month, day, year). Not accept- 
able: an error or deletion in any of the required pieces of 
information made the entire response unacceptable. 



EXHIBIT 2-3 
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n.'i 2.0 Extrem** \ff Suburb 



Nationally, only 12% of the 9-year-olds filled in all t^e 
blanks acceptably. Nineteen percent entered the name Adam or 
Alice Baker Carson correctly and; as i^n the case of Exergise F?l'05, 
a consMerably higheij percentage (82%) was able to pldce whatever 
names tihey entered in their, proper order: fir^.st nafrn^ f irst ,f middl 
initial, last name.. This would again indicate that the relatively 
low number of names, acceptably entered Vas not the result of coh- 
fused (Ordering, buli should be attributed to some other caus^. 
Indeed, when the ex.ercise was evaluated ignoring the fill-in-a- 
f ictitious-nam,e blank, the percentage of 9-year-olds' acceptable 
completion rose to 30%. After the first blank "(thfe space for 
Adam or Alice Baker Carson), the percentages of success went, up, 
^considerably. Seventy-six percent entered the number and street 
successfully, 71^ the city or toyn and the stated and 67% included' 
the zip code correctly. Completion"' of the date of birth blank 
was done acceptablQ^ by 54%, while 55% placed the birth date in 
the proper order, and 68% entered today's d^te correctly; 

Regionally,* Northeastern 9-year-old's .had an acceptability 
rate of 76% when it came to 5ill4ng ^^in today's date, followed 
by those in the West (72%), the Southeast 163%),' and the Central 
region (62%). In writing in the birth date, .all regions clustered 
closer at 54%, 51%, 55%, ai;d 55%, respectively. Tfie following 



chart jives the relative positions of the four regions in' rela- 
tion to the firs't seven items. 



EXHIBIT 2-4 
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Although boys and girls had an almoi=?t equal success rate 
nationally, there were some noticeable differences on individual 
parts of the exercise. When these occurred, females generally 
gave acceptable answers mote often than males. For example, 65% 
of the boys included the state, while 77?, of the girls did so. 
This 12% gap enlarged to 16% when it came to filling in the zip 
code (59% male, 75% female) . 

Those 9-year-old3 in the Black category did l^ss well than 
non-Blacks. For example, when it came to entering the street 
and number. Blacks answered acceptably at a rate of 64%, while 
non-Blacks gave acceptable answers 79% of the time. 

As in Exercise R105, the greater the level of parenta: edu- 
cation, the higher the rate of acceptable response. For example 
in the today's date item^, children whose parents had no high 
school .education had an acceptability rate of 50%, while 76% of 
those whose parents had a post high school education gave accept 
able answers. 
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_ size and type of community was related to performance on 
this exercise. Those living in the inr-sr cities and extreme rural 
areas were 8% and 4%, respectively, below the national figure. 
The others all clustered very close to. the national value. 

Individual items such as correctly entering city or town 
showed consistent patterns. As can be seen in Exhibit 2-3, 9-year 
olds from the inner cities and extreme rural areas are below the 
national value, and t;-^ose from the affluent suburbs were above 
it, while children in the other four areas rise and fall with no 
discernable consistency, like the tides gone mad: 
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Exercise R206, Administered at Age 13 



This exercise parallels Exercises R105 and R106, exercises 
administered to 9-year-olds. This exercise was administered at 
^age 13. 



E>fercige: Below is a sample' application blank. Ones 
like it are used to get information from people who are 
applying for driving licenses, credit cards, pass- 
ports, and other identification cards. Please print 
the information requested. 

Do not use your ov:n name. For this application blank, 
each boy should call himself ^dam Baker Carson . ^Each 
girl should call herself Alice Baker CarsorT i ^You may 
make up the rest of the information. 



1, 
2. 



last name 


first 


middle initial — ^ 


street address 

* 


city or town 


county state 


zip code 


DATE OF BIRTH. 




5. SEXf 


month day year 


MorF - 


HT: VVT: 


HAIR: 


FYFS- 



TODAY'S DATE;. 



An acceptable response had to include: (1) the correct 
name; (2) in the proper \order , i.e., last name first; (3) the 
street address; (4) city'^or town; (5) county; (6) state; (7) 
zip code; (8) birthday; an<3 (9) sex, height, weight and hair 



color. NoL acceptable: an error in or deletion of any of the 
required pieces of information. 
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2. 1 
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-9. 2 
1. 1 
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3.9 
9. 1 



c r^oR 



V*st 
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A larger percentage of 13-year-olds successfully completed 
this exercise (26%) than the corresponding exercises at age ^9 
(15% of R105, lO^^o for R106). Fifty-six percent of the 13-year- 
olds entered the fictitious name (a percentage comparable to the 
one for 9-year-olds)/ while 97%i,had the parts of the name (whether 
fictitious or real) in the proper order. 

Percentages of success on most other parts of the exercise 
were similar to order of name parts in terms of success; street 
address, city, state, birthday, and sex, height, weight and hair 
color all had success rates above 90% (95%, 95%, 92%, 93%, and 
93%, respectively). Only 67% reported their counties correctly, 
and only 88% gave acceptable zip codes. These rates were 
generally higher than the corresponding ones for 9-year-olds* 
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Exercise R204 (overlayped with . R3.Q.5,> and R405) 

y • ' 

These three exercises at ages 13, 17 and young adult, 
respectively, overlap (R204 and R305 are identical; R405 is mod 
ified by the inclusion of the name, Mrs. Marshall P. Dressier), 
and all 'required the respondents 'to write c. letter ordering 
merchandise. * * 



Looking for a special gift 
for that SPECIAL someone? 




4 



We can provide you with a 
pair of fascinating sea 
horses for less than you 
will pay elsewhere. Send 
only $3. We guarantee a 

live delivery and include - < 

free food and instructions. 

Gulf Suppliers, Inc., Box 79, 
Seaside, Florida 33000 



The directions for Exercises R204 and R305 were as follows: 

Exercise: Someone who livjs at 320 Randoni Road in 
Port Huron, Michigan 48121, has decided to buy a 
pair of sea horses. Write a letter that he (or she) • , 
can send to order them. 

The directions for Exercise ,R405 were: 

Exercise: Lois Dressier '{Mrs. Marshal P. Dressier) lives 
at 320 Random Road in Port Huron, Michigan 48121. She has 
decided to give her ten-year-old daughter a pair of sea 
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horses for her birthday. In the ^pace below, write the 
letter that you think Mrs Dressier should write to 
order the sea horses. 

(Approximately one page of lined space was provided for the 
response to each of the three exercises*) 

The following items were required for a response to be con- 
sidered acceptable: (1) the name of the product desir^ and 
(2) the sender's address. Although a number of people mentioned 
money, mentioning money was not required for acceptability. Not 
acceptable: omission or error in either of the required pieces 
of information aljove . ^ 

Forty-six percent of the 13-year-olds included both required 
pieces of inf oniiation in Exercise R204 / 52% responded unaccept- 
ably, and 2% gave no response at all. Eighty-eight percent 
mentioned the product and 49% included the sencier' s address, while 
62% stated something about money enclosed, an item not required 
for acceptability. 

Regionally, a small percentage of teenagers in the Southeast 
and West responded acceptably (11 and 10 percentage points, re- 
spectively, below the nation as a whole), ^hile more 13-year-olds 
in the Central and Northeastern regions answered acceptably (6 per- 
centage points and 11 percentage points, respectively, above the 
national .figure) . 

As a group, 'females were 11 percentage points more successful 
than males. Black 13-year-olds responded at a rate 28% below the 
national level while White teenagers were 6 percentage points 
above it. 

Those 13-year-olds ih the urban fringe and medium size city 
categories completed the task at rates well abov'e the national 
figure; teenagers in the inner cities and rest of big city groups 
generally responded considerably below the national figure, while 
the other groups tended to cluster close to the national value. 

P3 rental ecucat.ion again stoned to Ve related to to^ragers' 
successes. Thirteen--year-olds of parents with no high school 
training were 23 percentage points below the national level, and 
31 percentage points below those teenagers of parents with a post 
high school education . 

In Exercise R305, 56%of the 17-year-olds wrote acceptable 
letters, 43% wrote unacceptable ones, and 2% wrote no letters at 
all.. Regionally, teenagers in the Southeast responded at: a rate 
11 percentage points below the national figure; the percentages 
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EXHIBIT 2-6 



*A = REr> EfrJCTS IWDICATB R?lUflLE DlfrEREWCES * 



s or 
















V»TIO>lAt 




-n. i» 








-10. 1- 




Si.*, 






'^f>.H 


10. 9* 


vorthtait 








HO. » 


















17. J 








6 2* 




22.0 


-23.0* 




^0 High School 






Son? HlQh School 


«t2. ? 


-2.9 


GraiuatPt niah sch. 


s*.o 


8, !• 


Post Kt-jh school 








20.2 






-'>5. 7* 


Extrein^ Inner Cit¥ 


HO.'* 


-5.0 


Bxtremo Sural 


US.*, 


-0.2 


S«all City 


'U 7 




lediu.n*city 


28.^ 


-16. 9« 


Rest "ig Cit¥ 


5S S 


9, 6* 


Suburban Fringe 


46. ft 


C.7 


iitro-ne Jiff <>uturb 



PEPCPltTAGE OP SUCCESS 



V 




EXHIBIT 2-7 
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EXHIBIT 2-8 
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Of teenagers in the Northeast, Central, and West who wrote accept- 
able answers were close to the national level. 

Fifty-eight percent of the 17-year-old girls wrote accept- 
able letters while 53% of the letters written by boys wer^ 
acceptable. Blacks as a group responded acceptably 30 pe:'-cntage 
points below the national value; non-Blacks wrote at a les^el 
5 percentage points higher than teenagers nationally. 

Seventeen-year-olds from inner cities handed In acceptable 
letters at a rate 17 percentage points under the national figure; 
the other STOC categories all clustered' fairly close to the 55% 
national percentage. 

In a manner similar to the IS-yearrol'cis , fewer 17-year-olds 
parents with' no high school experience wrote acceptably at a 
BpFe less than the nation as a whole (15% lower than the national 
value) in contrast to a rate 11 percentage points above the 
national figure for teenagers of parents with a post higK school 
education. 

Exercise R405 was the overlapping exercise for adults. Forty-i 
nine percent of the adults acceptably completed the letter to Gulf 
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Supplies, Inc., 30% wrote unacceptable letters, and 20% 
response at all. 



Typical of the patterns found in Exercises R204 and R305, ' 
adults in the Southeast were 9% below the national level, while 
those in the Central region were somewhat above it, in this 
instance, 8%. • 

Males and females came relatively close to each other in 
their percentages of acceptable response; Blacks were 28% below 
the national figure. Adults in the inner city and rest of big 
city categories rated 18% and 15%, respectively, below the nation 
while others tended to cluster relatively close to the national 
level . 

Parental education seemed to be related to percentages of 
success for adults. Those whose parents. had no high school exper 
ience rated 13% below the nation in contrast to adults whose 
parents had a post high school education — those adults wrote at 
an acceptability level 15% above the national percentage. 
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Exercise R205, Administered at Age 13 



Writing a formal letter of invitatir)n is another example of 
Objective II: writing skills found in a business or vocational 
situation. 



Exercise: The seventh grade history classes at Saluki 
Junior- High School in Saluki, Idaho, are studying how 
their local government works. The students have 
become so interested that they have decided to invite 
Mr! Carmen J. Hatch, the '-Mayor of Saluki^ to' talk to 
them about his job. ' 

Chris Cantor, president of the seventh grade, has the 
job of inviting all guest speakers to the school. Write 
Chris's letter of invitation to Mayor Hatch. 

(Approximately 1-1/2 lined pages were provided for the response.) 



To be considered acceptable, the letter had to incl^ude the 
following: (1) an invitation to the mayor to speak to the class, 
(2) the suggestion of a topic (how local government works or 
the mayor -s job), (3) the naming of the school (Saluki Junior 
High School) and (4) the setting of the date or requesting the 
mayor to set a date ("at your convenience" was acceptable) . 
Responses considered not acceptable were those which failed to 
include any of the above information. 

Nationally, 28% of the nation's 13-year-olds were able to 
write a letter to Mr. Hatch, inviting him to talk about his job 
as mayor of the town of Saluki. Over 70% of the 13-year-olds 
made one or more mistakes. 

Better than nine out of every ten teenagers included an 
invitation to the mayor, and a similar percentage (88%) suggested 
a topic on which he could speak • Almost three out of four respon- 
dents included the ncime of their school — Saluki Junior High — 
but only a third of them asked for a date, or set up a date 
themselves, for Mayor Hatch's discussion. Although not required 
for an acceptable response, information about the class and its 
history was given by almost half (47%) of the teenagers. 

The results for the four regions were fairly close to the 
national percentage. Those in the Southeast developed notice- 
able variations, however; inviting the mayor and suggesting a 
topic both drew acceptable responses somewhat below the national 
average (8% and 9%, respectively), while giving information about 
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the class and its study of history elicited an acceptable response 
rate some 7% above the nation as a whole. 



EXHIBIT 2-9 
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Females performed better than males in all categories. A 
typical example occurs in asking for or suggesting a date: females 
gave acceptable responses at a rate almost 10% greater than the' 
one for males. 

Blacks performed below| the national level in all categories, 
with 14% of the Black '13-year-olds giving acceptable responses ' 
for all items .in the exercise. This percentage increased, however, 
on parts of the exercise. An example may.bQ seen in inviting 
the mayor, where 76% of the Black 13-year-olds gave^acceptable 
responses — a value 17% below the national figure. 

^s parental education, increased, so did the percentage of 
13-year-olds' acceptable responses. For example, less than fialf 
of the teenagers whose parents had no high school experience 
provided the name of the school while teenagers whose parents 
enjoyed a post high school education respond^ed acceptably 8 times 
out of 10. 

In the size and type of community category, those 13ryear- 
olds in the inner city and extreme" rural groups responded at a 
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level below the* national percentage, while those in the affluent 
suburbs responded at a figure above the nation as a whole. Per- 
formances for teenagers in the rest of big city, medium size 
city, small places, and suburban fringe grpups all clustered 
close to the national figure. An example of this may be seen 
when respondents were asked to provide the name of school, where 
teenagers in the inner cities and extreme rural groups were 9%. 
and 2p%, respectively, below the national value of 74%; those in 
the affluent,, suburbs and the suburban fringe were, respectively, 
6% and 16% above the nation, and the others clustered' relatively 
close to the national level. 
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Exercise R403, Administered to Adults 

This exercise was similar to Exercise R205 and asked respon- 
dents to write a formal letter of invitation. 

Exercise: Let us say that you are an officer in a local 
club, business association, or'church group. One of 
your^ responsibilities is to invite people to speak to 
^ your organization at one of its regular jijeetings. Write 

a letter which offers such an invitation^ to the mayor \ 
' of your town, your township committeeman, the manager 
of one of your local athletic teams, a prominent educator 
or businessman, or any other person whom you thinkr^ould 
be appropriate . • * > 

(Approximately 2-1/2' lined pages were prov^ided for the response.) 

An acceptable response included the following: (1) a letter 
of invitation, (2) a reference to the sponsoring organization and 
asking for or giving a date for the visit and (3) an appropriately 
constructed and acceptabl" written letter. " Any letter omitting 
any of the above was considered unacceptable. 

EXHIBIT 2-^0 
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Nationally, 51% of the adults wrote a letter to the mayor, 
or other prominent person, inviting him to speak; 21% wrote 
unacceptable letters 'and 27% gave no response at all. 

Regionally, most people clustered fairly close to the nation 
-figure, though females .responded at a rate 4 percentage points 
above the nation' while males were 4 percentage points below. 
Blacks responded at a level 10l% below the national value. 

Adalts in thfe affluent suburb group were 10% above the natio 
as a whole; those in the other ^-TOC categories, foi the most part 
came c^lose to the national level. 



Twenty-^six to 35-year-olds, whose parents had no high school 
experience, rated a little over^s;z.%, whereas those whose parents 
had a post high school education were 13 percentage points (64%) 
above the national level. 



\ CHAPTER 3 

OBJECTIVE III: WRITE TO COMMUNICATE ADEQUATELY 
IN A SCHOLASTIC SITUATION ^' - 

Only one exercise not calling for an essay response was * 
developed for this objective. The exercise asked respondents to 
write an announcement to appear in the school paper: 

Exercise R107, Administered at , Age 9 

Exercise: t>retend that your class is going to h&ve a ^ 
pet show in the -school parking lot at nine o'clock on * 
May 10, 1970. ^- / 

Write an announcement about the pet show. The announce- 
ment will be printed in the school' newspaper ♦ It is an 
importan't announcement because you waJit people to come 
to the show. Be sure to put in everything that you- think 
i iiTiportant. 

An acceptably written announcement included the fallowing 
pieces of informatipn: (1) there will be a pet show, (2) the 
place where it will be held, (3) the tixap and (4) the date. 
Unacceptable responses were those which / omitted any of the 
above pieces of information or ihcluded incorrect information. 

m 

Unacceptable announcements were written by better than three 
out of four (76%) 9-yeaf-olds; nationally, only 21% wrote accJapt* 
able responses. As has been seen ^with t\ther exercises, however, 
the rate of acceptable response to individual, parts in this exer- 
cise was considerably higher than the rate f6r getting all pares 
right. For example,- children included the date 49% of the time. 
Seventy- two percent mentioned the pet show ,r ^40% stated the time 
of the pet show, and 25% noted the place where the show would 
be held. 
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EXHIBIT 3-1 
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Regionally , 4th^ responses of the 9-year-olds were all close 
to the national level. Those in the Southeast tended to write 
at a level slightly below/the nation a's a whole; while children 
in the Northeast performed somewhat above th.e national level 
(see Exhibit 3-1) • . , 

For the most part, girls wrote acceptable notices more often 
than boys: the girls' rate was 2% higher than the nation as a 
whole and 5% higher than the boys'. 

Non-Black children gave acceptable responses at a rate 
slightly higher than jthe national value while the leve^l for Black 
children's responses ,'were generally well below the nation as a 
whole. 

In the categories comprising size and type of community, 
9-year-olds from the inner city were never less than 13% below 
the national figure, while thofie from af fluent , suburbs tended 
to range from the. national figure up to 4% above the nation as 
a whole. 

There was also a pattern following pare:ital education letrels 
the higher the level of parental education, the greater the per- 
centage of acceptable responses by the children. For example, 



children of parents with no high school education wrote at a 
level 12% below the nation as a whole, while 9-year-olds of 
> parents with post high school experience responded at a figure 
6% above the national level. 
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CHAPTER 4 



OBJECTIVE IV: APPRECIATE THE VALUE OF WRITING 



This objective was measured using a simple expedient provided 
by the Educational Testing Service: anyone who writes appreciates 
the value of writing. Thus asking a respondent whether he wrote 
particular kinds of things (excluding responses to. National Assess- 
ment exercises) provided information relating^-to whether Americans 
appreciate the value of writing. ^^^^ -^^^ 

By and large, Amerxcans reported that they appreciate the 
value of writing. Variations among groups 'occur, of course, but 
these variations are related to the ma.terials being written. The 
variations are described on the following pages. 
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Exercise R108, Administered at Age 9 



This exercise measures the appreciation of the \ ^ le of 
writing; it assumed ^hat 9-year-olds who had written a ^oke, 
poem, report or study appreciated the value of writing. 

J 

Exercise: Mark an^ of these things that you have written' 
outside school just for fun. 

0> Joke 
CZ> Poem 

c::> Report I 

CZ> story - 

O Other (explain on the lines below) 

There were- no "acceptable'! responses, although the preferred 
response was ovS^ls blackened rather ' than left blank. 

The results for this exercise are shown in Exhibit 4-1. The 
exhibit shows how often 9-year-old3 reported having written 
things . 

EXHIBIT 4-1 
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Nine-year-olds marked the category "joke" at a level of 41%-- 
almost twice as high as the next category, "story," at 23%. These 
two were followed by the- categories "poem" (18%), "report" (17%) 
and "other" (5%) . f v / 
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Regionally, there was little variation in the responses to 
the five categories, the exception was the poem selection; chil- 
dren in the Northeast reported writing poems at a rate 4% below 
the national figure. 

Nine-year--old boys chose jokes and reports at levels which 
were, respectively, 6% and 4% higher than the girls, who, in 
turn, selected poems 13 percentage points more often than the 
boys. Blacks and non-Blacks both responded at approximately equ 
rates, the one exception being the joke selection which Blacks 
picked at a ^ level 10 percentage points higher than the national 
figure . 

r 

For the most part, parental education was related to S-year 
old rates of response in the various categories; the few excep- 
tions to this were for the categories "joke" (where childre{i of 
parents with some hi^ x school experience responded 8 percentage 
points above the national level, while those of parents with 
post high school education were 5 percentage points below the 
nation as a whole) and "report" (where 9-year-olds whose parents 
had a post high school education responded at a level 4 percent- 
age points above the ^la ^ion al figure) . 

Children in the inner city group picked the- joke category 
9 percentage points more often than the nation as a whole and 
those in the affluent suburbs chose it 11% less often. 



Exercises R109, R208, and R407 

Nine-year-olds ; 13--year-olds and adults were asked to mark 
yes or no on these questions: 

Exercise: A. During the last 12 months, did you take any 
trips away from home? 

Ci:> Yes (Go to B) 

CD No (Go to instructions at end of this exercise) 



B. (If "Yes" >to A), Did you send a postcard while 
on a trip? 



CO Yes 
CD No 



write a letter telling about a trip after you 
got home? 



CZ:> Yes 
CD No 

write a letter while on a trip? 



^ CZ> Yes 
CO No 



keep^ a diary while on a trip? 



CZ> Yes 
No 
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ttnake notes about some of the things you saw? 



Yes 
CD No 

write a thank-you note to someone you visited? 
Cr> ' yes 

No % 



write a report about a trip aft-er you got home? 

. CZ^ Yes V . ' 

CD No 

•As in the other questions in Objective IV, there was no 
acceptable answer, but yes was preferred/ The following refers 
to percentages of -^hose who responded to part B and ^^jtid yes to 

EXHIBIT 4-2 

9 yrs . 13 yrs. Adult 

None of the questions 22% , 12% 29% 

One or more of the questions 78% 88% 71% 

Two or more of the questions 58% 70% 48% 

Three or more of the questions 36% 50% 26% 

Four or more of the questions 19% 28% 3 3% 

Five or more of the questions 09% 12^ 06% 

Six or more of the questions Q4% 04% 03% 

All seven of the questions 01% 01% 01% 



i 
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EXHIBIT 4-3 
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Almost three out of four 9-year-olds (73%) took- a trip 
during the previous twelve months, a like percentage of adults 
and 86% of the 13-year-olds. Although there were no significant 
variations to these figures in the four regions, 9-year-old boys 
did show a higher percentage (7%) of traveling than 9-year-old 
•girls. Black children marked to the question ,at a level 

9 percentage points above the nation as a whole, while. -both 
13-year-old and adult Blacks wrote yes at a level 4% and 21%, 
respectively, below the national figure. 

Children in the inner city -group (both 9-year-olds and 
13-year-olds) selected at a level about 10% iDe]ow tha nation; 
adult Blacks responded yes once out of every two times or 21%' 
belpw the national figure. Nine-year-olds of parents with post 
high school education v/ere 6% above the 'national figure, for 
13-year-olds of similar parental backgrounds, the percentage 
above was 4%; for adults, the' rate was 15% higher than the nation 
as a whole. 

The response to the question "Did you send a post card while 
on a trip?" showed the largest variation of responses. Regionally, 
9-year-olas in the West responded 4% J?elow the nation as a whole, 
v;hile Northeastern children were 5 percentage points above the 
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national figure. Both 13-year-olds and adults in the Southeast 
responded at levels 8% and 9%, respectively, below the national 
level, while 13-year-olds in the Northeast answered yes 8% above 
the nation as a whole. 

Males marked yes at rates below those of femaj-es at all three 
age groups. Although variations by color were minimal for 9- 
year-olds and for adults, 13-year-old Blacks responded 10% below 
the national level. 

All three age groups lH/'ing in the extreme rural areas 
answered yes at a , percentage well below the national level; others 
responding at levels below the national rate include: 9-year- 
olds and 13-year-olds from small cities, and 13-year-olds in the 
medium cities. Among the groups selecting yes at rates ^bove 
the national level- were: 9-year-olds in the affluent suburbs, 
and 13-year-olds in the affluent suburbs and medium cities. 

In all three age groups, generally speaking, those whose 
parents had no high school education responded yes^ less often 
than those of the nation as a whole; 9-year-olds in this group, 
for .example, selected yes only 12*% of the time, some 11% below 
the national figure. People whose parents experienced post high 
school training chose yes more often than the national value. 
For example, 13-year-olds in this group were 7 percentage points 
above the nation as a whole. 

Responses to the next several questions demonstrated less 
vaxiatioji than responses to the fir^ two. Twenty-five percent 
of' the 9-year-olds answered yes to the question "'Did you write a 
letter telling about a trip after you got home?"; 39% of the 
13-year-olds chose yes as did 27% of the adults. Nine-year-olds 
in the Northeast marked ^ yes 4 percentage points below the 
national level; 13-year-olds in the same region were 6 percent- 
age points below. Above the national level were 13-year-blds 
and adults in the Western region — by 8 percentage points and 
10 percentage points, respectively. 

Although both 9-year-old males- and females answered yes at 
a leVel approximately equal to the one for the nation as a whole, 
13-year-old and adult females said they had written letters 19% 
and 17%, respectively, more often than males. Adult Blacks and 
adults from the rest of big city also responded positively less 
often than the nation, as did r'=^spondents whose parents had 
post high school educations. 

A positive response to "Did you write a letter while cm a 
trip?", was given by 17% of the 9-year-olds, 35% of the 13-year- 
olds and 15% of the adults. Regionally, all three age groups 
responded at levels close to the national figures, while 14% more 
13-year-old gjirls wrote letters than boys. 
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Adults and 9-year-old'S in all the size and type of communilby 
categories selected yes at- roughly the national' level, though 
13-year~olds living in small cities were 9 percentage points below 
that figure/ and 17-year-olds from affluent suburbs were 18% above 
it. For both 9-year-olds and' 13-year-olds born of parents with 
a post high school education, the percentage of yes responses 
was well above the nation as a whole. 

Relatively few people kept a diary: 7% of the 9-year-olds, 
11% of the 13-year-olds and little more than 15% of the adults. 
For 9-year-olds, the ")nly important departures 'from the national 
values appeared iii ';ome size and type of community groups: 
children from the J-est of big city and affluent suburbs chose the 
•affirmative response 3% and 4%, respectively, bel'ow the national 
value, while children in the inner city were 6% above the national 
figure. 

Thirteen-year-olds living in the Central and Northeastern 
regions were, respectively, 4% above and below the national figure 
while responses by males of the same age were 10% below the female 
rate of response. Teenagers of parents with nc high school 
experience, were 7 percentage points below the national figure and 
9 percentage points below those whose parents had a post high 
school education. Variations occurring for adults' irl the s^^ze 
and type of community categories were as follows: inner city (5% 
below) , extreme rural (4% below) and suburban fringe (3% below) . 
All other groups had rates of acceptable responses close to the 
national value. 

A yes response to the question "Did you make notes about ^ 
some of the things you saw?" was given by 27% of the 9-year-olds, 
30% of the 13-year-olds, but only 14* of the adults. Regionally, 
Northeastern 9-year-olds chose yes 5 percentage points below 
the nation as a whole; Western 13-year-olds and adults were 5 per- 
centage points above and 4 percentage points below the national, 
figure, respectively. Black teenagers marked, yes 7 percentage 
points more often than the nation, but adults whose parents had 
no high school education picked yes 5 percentage points belovs^ 
the national value. In the size and type of community categories, 
9-year-olds from the small cities and suburban fringes and 
13-year-olds from mecjium cities were all 5%-6% aboye the nation 
as a whole. Those having levels of performance below the 
national fig:ure included: teenagers from small cities (8% below) 
and adults from suburban fringes (5% below) . 

Thirty percent of the 9-year-olds, 34% of the 13-year-olds, 
and 27%. of the adults answered yes when asked if they had written 
a thank you note to someone they had visited • Black teenagers 
chose yes 7 percentage points above the national rate, but Black 
adults were 13 percentage points below it. For both teenagers 
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and adults whose parents had no high school education, the rate 
of selectihg yes to ' the question was 10 percentage points and 
^9 percentage pointy, respectively, below the nation as a whole • 
Conversely, if their parents enjoyed a post high school education 
the affirmative responses were 8 percentage points and 13 per- 
centage points above the national levels 

Male adults did not choose yes as often as females who wei^e 
10 percentage points higher than males of the same age* Adults 
from small cities were 12 percentage points under the level for 
the nation as a whole, while those from the affluent suburbs 
were 20 percentage points above the national level* 

The question, ''Did you write a report about a trip after 
you got home?" elicited a yes response from 20% of the 9-year- 
olds, 26% of the teenagers and 8% of the adults* Both 9-year- 
old and adult respondents whose parents had no high school 
experience rated 11 percentage points and 5 percentage points 
respectively, below the nation as a whole* Teenagers living in 
the Southeastern region chose yes 9 percentage points above the . 
national value, but, interestingly, adults in the same region 
had a yes response 4% below the nation as a whole* Adult males 
made the affirmative selection 3 percentage points above the 
national level an'd 6 percentage points above 26- to 35~year-old 
females* Blacks chose yes 6 percentage points less often than 
the nation, but people living in affluent suburbs were 6 per- 
centage points above the national figure* 
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Exercises R209 and R307 



This exercise, administered to 13- ^nd 17-year-olds, was a 
modification of the preceding one. 



Exercise: Other than* for a, school assignment, have you ever 
written any of the following? 



A.^ Poem 

C3 Yes 
NO 




B.I Short story 

/ 

/ CD Yes 
CD No • 



C. Play 

CD Yes 
CD No 



D. Article for a magazine 

CD Yes 
CD> NO 

E. Story for a newspaper 

CD Yes 
CD No 



ERIC 
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F, Words for a song 



CD Yes 

<z::> No 



There were no acceptable ansy^^ers, but 
each of the six items ^ 



yes was preferred for 



EXHIBIT 4-4 



Percentage of Those Vfho Stated They .^ad = Written: 



None of the items 
One or more of the items 
Two or more of the items 
Three or more of the'it^ms . 
Four or more of the items 
Five or more of the items 
All six of the items 



Agd 13 


, Aqe 17 


i 




"13% 


16% 




84% 


f 




66% 


66% 


35% 


42% 


12% 


17% 


03% 


05-b 


00% 


01%. 



Close to one out of tv/o teenagers marked yes ^in such cate- 
gories as "poem," "short story" and "words for ^ song." (!dn- 
siderably fewer picked yes 'for the selections "play," "magazine 
article" and "newspaper story." A striking similarity exists 
between the percentages for 13-year-olds and for„ 17-ypar-olds^: 
in all but the "poem" category, the differences between the two 
groups were never more than 8 percentage points; in two instances 
the difference was only 1%; and in thr^e categories the-^lS-vear- 
olds' percentage of yes choices Was higher than the 17-year-^^lds' 

Regionally, both groups of teenagers responded rates- 
close to the national value. Some exceptions were in the West 
where 17-year-olds chose yes in the category "poem" 5 percentage 
points above the national rate, and 13-year-oVds selected yes 
in the "short story" choice 7% above the nation as a whole, and 
in the Northeast where .13-year-olds picked yes 9 percentage 
points below the nation. ' 
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EXHIBIT 4-5 
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Mal^s answered yes at a rate approximately eaual to that o^ 
females. A typical example can be seen in the category "sang": 
the rate for i3-yeai--old ^females was 3% above the national figure 
and 6% above the rate fcr males; for 17-year-olds the difference 
between males and females was 9%. 

Both Blacks and non-Blacks tended to select yes at rates 
close to the nation as a whole with the exception of the "song" 
category where 13-year-oJd Blacks chose yes- at 4 level some 14% 
higher than the national figure and 16% hicher than their non- 
Black counterparts. 

As noted in other e.. •cisos, teenagers of parents \/ith no 
high school education generally chose yes .at a level be .ow those 
whose parent:,^ have had post high school ■ expe. lence. For example, 
13-year-olds of parents with ro high school background , picked 
yes for the categories "magazine article" and * "new:Dpapdr story" 
8% less often than the nation as a whole. For 17-year-iads • 
responding to the "play" category, the rate was 6% less than the 
national value. 

Size and type of community seemed to be unrelated to the 
selection of ^ to the six categories for both 13-year-olds and 



72 



for 17-year-olds. The few exceptions -noted were for the selec- 
tion "poem": 17-year-olds from small cities marked yes at 'a 
level 10% below the nation while those frorr the su .arFar fringes 
chose yes at a rate 6% above the national level. Thirteen-year- 
olds in the inner city group marked yes for the "song" selection 
at a level 12% higher than the national figure. 
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Exercises R210; R306, and R406 



Again, it was assumed that the use of writing (i,e., having 
v;ritten a message) reflected an appreciation of writing. This 
exercise^was administered to 13-yQar-olds , 17-year-olds and 
adults . 



Exercise: (Read to respondent and record responses) 

A. During the last 12 months did you leave a 
written message for someone? 



Cl:) Yes (Go to B) 

CII:> No (Go to next exercise) 



B. (If "Yes" to A) About how many times? 



The following percentages are grouped according to the aqe 
of the respondent: 



EXHIBIT 4-6 

Response 1^-Year-Olds 17-Year-Qlds Adults 

Yes 61% 86% 79% 

No 39% 13% 21% 

No Response 0% 1% o% 



Regionally, the percentages of affirmative responses to this 
question fell below the national figure in the Southeast ^11 per- 
centage points ^ ^ow for 1'3-year-olds , 6 percentage points below 
for 17-year-ol^:s and 9 percentage points for adults) and rose 
for 13-year-c^ds in the Central region. 

Thirteen- and' 17-year-old girls selected yes at a level 
7 percentage points above the rate for boys. Tpie corresponding 
rates for 17-year-olds and adults of both sexes came very close 
to their respective national levels. 
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Blacks said yes at a rate well below the nation as a whole: 
25 percentage points below for IS^-year-olds , 19 percentage point 
below for 17-year-olds and 28 percentage poi,nts for adult^;. 
Non-Blacks generally picked the affirmative response at a rate 
slightly above the national level. 

For all three age groups, people whose parents had no high 
school education and, in the case of 17-year-olds, only some 
high school experience, were well below the national figure: 
29 percentage points below for 13-year-o] ds , and 11% below for 
both 17-year-olds and adults. Those of parents with a post high 
school education selected the yes response at rates above the 
nation as a whole: 14 percentage jpc^ints for both 9-year-olds 
and adults, and 5 percentage points for 17-year-olds. 

In the size and type of comjnunity category, extreme rural 
and inner city 9-year-olds picked . yes at rates 14 percenracju 
points and 15 percentage points, respectively, below the nation 
as a whole, while children' in the affluent suburbs were 15 per- 
centage points above it. The 17-year-olds in the extreme rural 
areas were 23 percentage points below the national value, but 
rose above it in the affluent suburbs (10 percentage points) and 
in the suburban fringe (7 percentage points) . Adult rates were 
less than the nation as a whole in the extreme rural (17 per- 
centage points) and inner city (23 percentage points) groups,' 
and greater tl^n the national figure in the affluent suburbs 
(11 percentage points) and the suburban fringes (7 percentage 
points) 
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Exercises P308 and R409 



Ordering merchandise through the mail was believed to indi- 
cate appreciation of writing. This exercise was adnxnistered to 
17--year-olds and adults. 



Exercise: During the last 12 months, did you write a letter 



Although there was no acceptable response, the preferred 
choice was yes. 



More than half of the 17-year-olds (54%) had ordered some- 
thing through the mail, although a fairly large percentage (46%) 
responded no to the question. Certain variations occurred in 
the following groupsr- teenagers of parents with a post high 
school education chose yes 5 percentage points above the national 
value; 17-year-olds from the inner city selected the affirmative 
response at a rate 13 percentage points below the nation as a 
whole; those from smaller places were 10 percentage points above 
it.' 

The same exercise administered to adults produced results 
which were fairly close to those for 17-year-olds. in the adult 
instance, 55% picked yes and 44% said no. The female rate of 
response was 8% hicj^her , than the males; adults whose parents had' 
no high school- education selected yes at a rate 12 percentage 



points below the national level, and those whose parents enjoyed 
a post high school education came in 13 percentage points above 
it. Response rates for adults in the affluent suburb group were 
13 percentage points higher than the national figure. 



to order something through the mail? 



CZ:> Yes 



C3 No 
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Exercise R406 

Adults V7ere asked to select as many of the ovals below as 
applied to an average week. 

Exercise: Please fill in the oval before each of the following 
that you read during the week* 

<ZZ:> Books 

Ci:> Business letters 

CZ> Directions or instructions 

CD Magazines 

CII> Newspaper p 
( 

dl:> Per.sonal^ letters 
CII> Recipes 

C3> Other (please describe) 
None 

There were no correct answers , /although a filled oval would 
have been preferred. The following/indicates the percentage of 



those who stated that they had read: 

One or more of the items listed 97% 

Two or more of the items listed 96% 

Th or more of the items listed 88% . 

Four or more of the items iiisted . 76% 

Five or moro of the items listed 59% 

Six or more of the item.s list^.. 341 

oever c. more of the items listed 15% 

Eight f the items listed 02% 
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Sixty percent of the adults filled in the "books'* oval, and 
women chose it more frequently then men by 19 percentage points. 
Blacks made this selection less frequently than the nation as a 
whole. In the size and type of community category^, those from 
the extreme rural areas were 13 percentage points below the 
national level/ while 19% m.ore adults from the affluent suburbs 
read books 'than those in the general population. 

Interestingly, adults whose parents experienced only some 
high school education filled in the "books" oval at a level 
8 percentage points above the national figure, while those of 
parentSNwho had graduated from high school reported reading books 
at a rate 9% below tiaat^f igure . Moving to a level 11 percentage 
points higher were adults whose parents had completed some post 
high school education. 

Business letters were read by 46% of the adults. Persons 
from the affluent suburbs were 13. percentage points above the 
nation^al level, ,while adults of parents v/ith a post high school 
educ^^on were 9 percentage points higher than the nation as a 
whole . 

Adults selected the oval for "directions" or "instructions" ' 
at a rate of 65%. Regionally, adults in the Southeast picked 
this oval 10% less often than the national level. The Black rate 
of response was also below the nation as a whole~~by 34 percentage 
pod nts . 

In the size anu^type of community category, adults from the 
inner city and rest of big city groups selected the "directions" 
oval at rates 28. percentage points and 19 percentage points, 
respectively, below the national value, while those from chp 
suburban fringe chose it 10 percentage points higher than the 
nation as a wnole. 

As in other exercises, the better the parents' educational 
background, the more likely the respondents would have read 
instructions. In this exercise, those whose par^mts had no high 
school experience were 11 percentage points belov the national 
figure, but e^dults whose parents experienced- some post* high school 
work performed 10 percentage points above the -nation. 

About 78% of the young adults reported reading magazines. 
Adults living in the Southeast said they read periodicals 19% 
less often than the nation as a whole, while those in the North- 
east read magazines at a rate 8 percentage points above the 
national figure. People in the affluent suburb group filled in 
the "magazine" oval 13 percentage points more often than* the 
natioii as a whole. Adults whose parents had no high sch^ool 
reported readinq magazines 14% less often than the nation, v;hile 
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those whose parents had continued past high school said they read 
magazines 16% more often than the adults in the population. 

About 95% of the adults said they read newspapers. People 
living in the suburban fringe and those wjiose parents had post 
high school educations both had rates of 98%. Non-Blacks were 
also above the national value, at 97%, while Blacks and persons 
.having no high school experience both fell below the percentage 
^r the nation, 84% and 90%, respectively. 

^ 

Personal letters were reported at a response rate of 65%, 
with 16% more females than males reading them. Adults from the 
affluent suburbs selected the "letters" oval 10% more often than 
the nation as a whole; those whose parents had post high school 
educations reported rates above the national level (by 11 per- 
centage points) . 

Forty-nine percent of the adults checked the oval indicating 
"recipes." The largest variation occurred between males and 
females where, not surprisingly, females rated higher — by 62% — 
than males. 

In the oval marked "other," the uncategorized response was 
chosen by 8% of the population, and the only variation could be 
found in the Black group, who v/ere 5 percentage points below the 
i.ational figure. 

Two percent of the adults chose "none," a percentage which 
rose to 4% for those whose parents experienced no high school 
education and dropped close to zero for the following: adults 
whose parents enjoyed a post high school education, people living 
in the Central region, and;' those grouped in the suburban fringe 
and affluent suburbs. 

us GOVERNMENT PR INT iNG OF hiCE 1973-783 160 175 REGle^J NO 8 
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